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MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR
DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEYS
NICOSIA
16th September 1974

Your Beatitude

I am sure that after yesterday’s visit to the four Maronite villages you
have formed an idea of the situation prevailing in each village from every
point of view. I take the liberty to set out my impression and to make certain
suggestions to you and the Lebanese delegation.

1 — Kormakitis:

About 90% of the inhabitants live in the village, and those whose way of
living 1s farming can go about their business without undue difficulty. Some
people who worked in Nicosia have not been able to return to their work
since the siege. The morale of the inhabitants was high and they seem to live
not a much abnormal life. There has been no looting or other was damage by
the force of occupation. No financial or other assistance is needed in this vil-
lage at least for the time being.

2 — Karpasia:

About 50% of the inhabitants live in the village. They too can move about
freely within a small radius from the village. There has been some breaking
into vacant houses by the invading force and some looting. The inhabitants
are frightened, without a leader except the Moukhtar and they urgently need
the return of their priest. Karpasis is a poorer community than Kormakiti and

e



may need assistance in due course if they cannot move freely in and out of
the occupied area for work. The situation must be examined in a month’s
time. Efforts must be made for the return of all other inhabitants to their
homes. My personal view is that they will be as safe as the rest.

3 — Assomatos:

Only about 10% of the inhabitants of this village live in it while the oth-
ers live mostly in Limassol. The inhabitants are frightened because of the
continued presence of the Turkish troops inside the build up area of the vil-
lage and the looting that has been systematically been carried out by them in
vacant houses. The Moukhtar is the only source of liaison they have with the
invaders and it is perhaps fortunate that a Turkish Cypriot soldier who speaks
Greek acts as interpreter. The community of this village requires immediate-
ly the services of a priest and I think the inhabitants of the village who fled
should be encouraged to return with a simultaneous withdrawal of the troops
from the built up area. The safety of those returning cannot be any worse
than those already living in the village. The community of this village has
suffered no material damage to their houses but they may require financial
assistance in due course until life returns to normal.

4 — Ayia Marina :

All the inhabitants of the village except six mostly aged have fled because
of heavy air and mortar bombing. The 500 or so inhabitants now leave in 13
different towns and villages in Cyprus. They left without any clothing, leav-
ing behind them all they had, in some cases large sums of money in cup-
boards, their animals worth thousands of pounds and their cereal crop. With
all the military activity in thearea I do not think it is advisable that the peo-
ple be encouraged to return now. In fact the damage done in such (I counted
at least 8 houses completely destroyed in the center of the village and a much
greater number badly damaged) that it will take several months to repair and
rebuilt and will cost between £100,000 to £150,000. This is a very rough
estimate of course. Arrangements should be made with the Turkish authori-
ties for the release of the five remaining people still living in the village and
be handed over to their relatives in the Greek region of the Island. The sixth

has been taken prisoner.
%



5 — Your beatitude, from the above analysis it is obvious that the village
whose inhabitants suffered the most damage in Ayia Marina. They cannot
return to their homes as they ars, and it is almost certain that they will be
refugees all throughout the winter unless a miraculous solution to the con-
flict is found soon. They, therefore, need immediate assistance to survive
now, and they will need further assistance later to rebuilt and repair their
homes. If such assistance, be it incach, food or blankets is forthcoming from
Lebanon, it should be distributed according to needs by an appropriatecom-
mittee in order to keep this community of Ayia Marina going. No assistance
of any kind should be given direct to any community before the committee
has the chance to study the needs and the magnitude of assistance necessary
bearing in mind what is available.

ANDREAS CHRISTOF
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2 In Kormacit (Kormatiki)
Kormacit {pronounced Korma-jit) is a village in the north-western most of
Northern Cyprus, inhabited by the island's Maronite minority.

Maronites are of Catholic Christian people of Arabic origin, who came and settled
into Cyprus 1200 years ago from Lebanon where the Maronite presence is
greater. They speak their native tongue a dialect Arabic, which is mixed with
many Greek and Turkish words.

Area of Kormacit, or Kormatiki as it is also called, has an impressive Catholic
church in the village center. The name of the village also derives from Koura, a
town in Lebanon where the Cypriot Maronites came from.

) Click to listen to a Maronite
hymn; above a Maronite- Cvprlot
girl taking the holy

Many Cypriot-Maronites still preserve their customs
and traditions, and have a Maronite village mukhtar (community leader or governments local
representative). The post is currently held by Mr. Andonis Diakou.

Kormacit is a beautiful village in the midst of green forests of western Kyrenia range
overlooking the blue waters of the Mediterranean.

The village is about one hour drive by car from Kyrenia. The area is rich in wildlife, and
endemic plants and flowers.

) Maronite Church
The Marnnlte Church of Maronite Church is one of the largest Eastern-rite communities of
Kormacit the Roman Catholic Church, prominent especially in modern
Lebabon; it is the only Eastern-rite church that has no non- Catholic or Orthodox counterpart.
The Maronites trace their origins to St. Maron, or Maro (Arabic Marun), a Syrian hermit of the
late 4th and early 5th centuries, and St. John Maron, or Joannesn Maro (Arabic Yuhanna
Mardn), the patriarch of Antioch in 685-707, under whose leadership the invading Byzantine
armies of Justinian II were routed in 684, making the Maronites a fully independent people.

Though their traditions assert that the Maronites were always orthodox Christians in union with
the Roman see, there is evidence that for centuries they were Monothelites, followers of the
heretical doctrine of Sergius, patriarch of Constantinople, who affirmed that there was a divine
but no human will in Christ. According to the medieval bishop William of Tyre, the Maronite
patriarch sought union with the Latin patriarch of Antioch in 1182.

A definitive consclidation of the union, however, did not come until the 16th century, brought
about largely through the work of the Jesuit John Eliano. In 1584 Pope Gregory XIII founded
the Maronite College in Rome, which flourished under Jesuit administration into the 20th
century and became a training centre for scholars and leaders.

Statute of the Holy
Mother in the Maronite
Church in Kormacit

Hardy, martial mountaineers, the Maronites valiantly preserved their liberty and folkways. The Muslim caliphate (632-
1258) could not absorb them, and two caliphs of the Umayyad dynasty (661-750) paid them tribute. Under the rule of the
Ottoman Turks, the Maronites maintained their religion and customs under the protection of France, largely because of
their geographic isolation. In the 19th century, Maronites had to fight against the Druzes, a neighboring mountain people
in Lebanon, as a result of which the Maronites achieved formal autonomy within the Ottoman Empire, under a non-native

Christian ruler. In 1920, following the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire, the Maronites of Lebanon became self-ruling
under French Protection.

Since the establishment of a fully independent Lebanon in 1943, they have constituted one of the two major religious
groups in the country. The government is run by a coalition of Christian, Muslim and Druze parties, but the president is
always Maronite.



The immediate spiritual leader of the Maronite church after pope is the patriarch of Antioch and all the East, residing in
Bkirki, near Beirut. The church retains the ancient West Syrian liturgy, even though the vernacular tongue of the Maronites
is Arabic. Contact with Rome has been close and cordial, but not until after the second Vatican Council where the Maronites
were freed of papal efforts to Latinize their rite. French Jesuits conduct the University of St. Joseph, at Beirut. Maronites
are also found in Southern Europe [notably in France and Cyprus], and North and South America, having emigrated in the
19th century. The émigrés keep their own liturgy and have their own clergy, some of whom are married, but are subject to
the local Latin-rite bishops.

References

®  Encyclopedia Brittanica, Vol.7., p.867.
. Journal of Maronite Studies

Related Links

®  The Spoken Arabic Dialect Of The Maronites Of Cyprus
® A Reading in the History of the Maronites of Cyprus
e  Current Weather in Kormacit
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Cyprus as whole is comprised of many different religions, yet, in terms of majori-
ties there are only two. In the southern part for the most part the majority (78 %) are
considered as being followers of the Greek Orthodox Church and its faith. In the
north the majority of the population can be considered as being Muslims and thus
followers of Islam (18 %). The rest (4 %) are the smaller religious groups of the
Anglicans, Roman and Latin Christians, Maronites, Armenian Orthodox, Greek
Evangelics, Jews and others.

Maronite Church

Also called Arabic Christians, Maronites came to Cyprus from Lebanon,
where the community is much bigger. Acknowledging the supremacy of
pope, however the Maronites have always been culturally similar to the
Greek Orthodox Majority. What is left of the Kormakiti Maronite communi-
ty now lives in the village, officially renamed Korucam in the Kyrenia range
and there are also other minorities in the island.

The Maronite Church in Cyprus
Korucam: The Maronite Church of Ayois Georgios

Nicosia:

8, Agios Maronas Street, Nicosia
Tel.: 22 67 04 34

)



Services: Monday to Saturday 7.00 am; Sunday 7.30 am, 8.30 am, 9.30 am
Nicosia: Saint Maron

Agios Maronas Street, Lakatameia, Nicosia
Tel.: 22 38 03 11
Services: Sunday 9.00 am

The cyprus weekly 24 octobre 2008-10-25
Maronites want Cypriot archbishop

Vatican asked to intercede
By Elias Hazou

The local Maronite community has filed a complaint to the Vatican over the
nomination of a non-Cypriot for new Maronite Archbishop of Cyprus.

The move comes after the previous Maronite Archbishop of Cyprus, a
Lebanese national, stepped down. Local Maronites say the ex-Archbishop,
Monsignor Boutros Gemayel had promised to propose a Cypriot Maronite as
his successor.

But at the crucial meeting of the Maronite Holy Synod in Lebanon, Gemayel
named a fellow Lebanese for the job.

The name has been forwarded to the Vatican for ratification, but an actual
decision has stalled amid protests from the Maronites of Cyprus.

“We want a Cypriot Maronite to be our religious leader, for obvious rea-
sons,” said Yiannis Kontos, a member of the Maronite Initiative Committee
set up recently for this purpose.

Mentality

“Someone who can speak Greek, who will spend all his time here on the
island, someone who understands the local mentality and the problems of his
community.”

Historical records show that until 1736 the Maronites of Cyprus had their
own Archbishop with his seat in Cyprus. Subsequently, the Holy Synod
decided to transfer the seat to Lebanon.

e



This meant that successive Maronite Archbishops of Cyprus would visit the
Maronites of Cyprus only a few times a year.

Then in 1986 the Maronite Holy Synod, after pressure from the Maronite
Association of Cyprus, decided to bring back the seat of the Maronite
Archbishop from Lebanon to Cyprus. However, the Synod did not support
the election of a Cyprus Maronite Archbishop from among the local priest-
hood.

The Cypriot Maronites’ hopes for a homegrown Archbishop revived when
Gemayel’s term was coming to an end.

Disappointment

“Unfortunately, to our surprise, the ex-Archbishop reserved for us a last, big
and unexpected disappointment because according to very reliable informa-
tion, not only did he not propose any Maronite Cypriot priest, despite his
many promises ... but he even intentionally neglected to convey the neces-
sary information to the Holy Synod. The above information caused us bit-
terness, pain, disappointment and humiliation,” read a statement released
this week by the Maronite Initiative Committee.

“To be fair, Monsignor Gemayel did a good job during his time as
Archbishop. We had wanted him to designate his adjutant, a Cypriot
Maronite bishop, as his successor. But for whatever reason, the Synod in
Lebanon decided to nominate another Lebanese,” Kontos told the Weekly.

There are some 6,000 to 7,000 Maronites living in Cyprus today. Up until
1974 the vast majority of Maronites were concentrated in four villages in the
north of the island. Consequently, the Turkish invasion of that year dealt a
big blow to their cohesion. Having a local religious leader would confer a
greater sense of community.

There are approximately 40 Maronite Archbishoprics scattered around the
world, from the Middle East, to the United States and Australia.

Maronites belong to the Catholic Church, and the Maronite Patriarch also
holds the position of Cardinal at the Vatican.

Kontos said the Cypriot Maronites are planning a trip to Rome to take up

their demand with the Pope.
Yy
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2413 MANTO LIMASSOL

A L’INTENTION DE NAPOLEON JOSEPHS

TRES ANXIEUX ; QUE JOSEPS YAMAKIS FASSE UN TELEXE URGENT AU
NO. 21356 ANSWER BACK HAL SAL BEYROUTH A L’INTENTION DE
MAITRE CHAKER ABOU SLEIMAN PRESIDENT DU CONSEIL MARONITE
EXPLIQUANT LA SITUATION ET DEMANDANT DON’T CE QU’IL A
BESOIN CLAIREMENT ; J’AI FAIT LE NECESSAIRE STOP FAITE REPONSE
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2413 MANTO

LIMASSOL LE 21.8.74

A L’INTENTION DE MAITRE CHAKER ABOU SLEIMAN

PRESIDENT DU CONSEIL MARONITE

CHER MAITRE,

GRACE A NOTRE AMI MAITRE N. ABI NASR, NOUS POUVONS VOUS
CONTACTER POUR VOUS METTRE AU COURANT DE LA GRAVE SITUA-

e



TION DES MARONITES DE CHYPRE.
DES RECHERCHES FAITES PERSONNELLEMENT, AINSI QUE DES INFOR-
MATIONS RECUES, IL'Y A ENVIRON 1200 REFUGIES MARONITES DANS
DIVERS VILLAGES MARONITES DE AGHIA MARINA ET ASSOMATOS,
AVEC UN PETIT POURCENTAGE DE KARPASIA ET KAORMAKITL UN
PETIT NOMBRE DE FAMILLES MARONITES DE NICOSIE ONT PERDU
LEURS MAISONS ET POSSESSIONS. IL YA DES FAMILLES QUI PLEURENT
DES MORTS, LA DERNIERE VICTIME AYANT LA SECRETAIRE D’AMBAS-
SADEUR DES ETATS UNIS QUI A BIENTOT TUE AVEC L' AMBASSADEUR.
ELLE BIENTOT UNE MARONITE DE 30 ANS, DE KORMAKITL
POUR VOUS DONNER UNE IDEE DU GRAND PROBLEME DES REFUGIES,
C’EST SUFFISANT DE MENTIONNER QUE LE CROIX ROUGE INTERNA-
TIONAL A DECLARE QUE C’EST LE PLUS GRAVE QU’IL AVAIENT. EN CE
QUI CONCERNE LES REFUGIES MARONITES, LES BESOINS IMMEDIATS
SONT VETEMENTS A LAINE ET COUVERTURES, A CAUSE DE FROID A LA
MONTAGNE ET L’APPROCHE D’HIVER. NOURRITURE, PARTICULIERE-
MENT DU LAIT CONDENSE ET EVAPORE POUR LES ENFANTS. POUR LES
MARONITES ENCIRCLES DANS LES VILLAGES DE KARMAKITI, KARPA-
SIA ET ASSOMATOS (BIENTOT OCCUPES), LE GRAND PROBLEME EST
LA FOURNITURE DES PROVISIONS. IL EST TRES IMPORTANT QUE VOUS
EXERCIEZ TOUTE PRESSION POSSIBLE POUR L'EXPEDITION EN
URGENCE DE TOUTE SORTE D’ASSISTANCOXM EST VRAIMENT
DOULOUREUX DE VOIR NOS FRERES LES MARONITES VIVRE SOUS
DES CONDITIONS TERRIBLES, SANS ASSISTANCE SPIRITUEL, SANA
ARGENT, SANS RIEN. LE GOUVERNEMENT DE CHYPRE FAIT TOUTE
POSSIBLE, MAIS LES REFUGIES SONT BIENTOT 200000.NOUS
APPRENONS QUE L’'EMBASSADE DU LIBAN A CHYPRE INFORMERA LE
GOUVERNEMENT DU LIBAN CONFORMEMENT.
NOUS VOUS PRESENTONS NOTRE GRATITUDE VERS NOTRE PATRIE LE
LIBAN, ET TOUS NOS FRERES LES LIBANAIS.

JOSEPH YAMAKIS
e
SECONDE PARAGRAPH LISEZ : IL Y A DES FAMILLES QUI PLEURENT
DES MORTS, LA DERNIERE VICTIME....
BIEN RECU
2413 MANTO
J’_
HALSAL 21356LE
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22/8/1974
2413 MANTO LIMASSOL

A I’INTENTION DE JOSEPH YAMAKIS

TELEX RECU AVEC GRAND INTERET TRANSMIS AUX RESPONSABLES
SUR INITIATIVE DU CONSEIL MARONITE. COMITE BIENTOT FORME
POUR COLLECTER VIVRE HABITS MEDICAMENTS.

DISTRIBUTIONS SERA FAITE BIENTOT EQUITQBLEMENT. CONSEIL
MARONITE MULTIPLIE DEMARCHES AVEC RESPONSABLES ET
MILIEUX POPULAIRES POUR VENIR EN AIDE D’UNE FACON URGENTE
ET TROUVER SOLUTION IMMEDIATE ET A LONG TERME POUR VOS
PROBLEMES.

DEMEUREZ EN CONTACT AVEC NOUS.
CHAKER ABOUSLEIMAN
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BEYROUTH 4 SEPT 1974

A IATTENTION DE NAPOLEON JOSEPHS
JARRIVE A LIMASSOL AVEC COMITE POSSIBLE MGR FARAH VIENT
AVEC NOUS. POURQUOI FORADARIS INSISTE QUE MGR FARAH NE
VIENT PAS+++ 77?
JE CONNAIS LA REPONSE//.. ASSUREZ NOUS LOGEMENT POUR SIX PER-
SONNES
NE CRAIGNEZ RIEN SITUATION ASSEZ BONNE TELEX YAMAKIS PUBLIE
DANS TOUS LES JOURNAUX TRANSMIS AUS RESPONSABLES ET DIF-
FUSE A LA RADIO
COURAGE ET BONNE CHANCE.
TELEPHONEZ DEMAIN 9 H AU 247011
REPETE 247011 ET TELEXEZ AUSSI D,URGENCE AU N° 21348 OU 20860
ANSWER BACK BYBANK..

N. ABI NASR
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BEIRUT SEPTEMBRE 1974
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MGR FARAH / MAITRE ABI NASR / BIENTOT PAUL NAHMAN /
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MARI / MALEK CHEHAB ET DEUX JOURNALISTES

PREPAREZ BIENTOT ET COMITE LOCALE

BONNE CHANCE
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A LATTENTION DE MAITRE NAMTALLAH ABI NASR

REF. VOTRE HIER.

e



POUR ASSURER LOGEMENT, JE VOUDRAIS SAVOIR

A) SILE COMITE RESTERA SEULEMENT A LIMASSOL ET POUR
COMBIEN DES JOURS.

B) SI VOUS N’AVEZ PAS DEMANDE UNE AUTRE PERSONNE
POUR LES RESERVATIONS

C) SI MRG FARAH ARRIVERA DEFINITIVEMENT

D) SI LE BIENTOT DE CHYPRE QUI EST CHEZ MGR FARAH
RESTERA AVEC LA DELEGATION.

JE VOUDRALIS AUSSI SAVOIR:

1) SIVOUS AVEZ DEMANDE QUELQUE’UN POUR ORGANISER
LE PROGRAMME.

2) JE CROIS QUE FORADARIS ET AUTRES SONT BIENTOT
INFORME DE VOTRE VISITE. CONFIRMEZ.

3) SIVOUS ARRIVEREZ PAR AVION (VOL SPECIAL BASES MIL-
ITAIRES) OU PAR BATEAU. NOM DU BATEAU.

4) QUANTITE ET DETAILLES DES MARCHANDISES, ET NOM
DU BATEAU. SIPOSSIBLE, LE BATEAU D’ETRE CONSIGNE A MON
AGENCE (MANTOVANI AND SONS) POUR MEILLEUR CONTROL.

TRES URGENT — PRIORITE : ENVOYEZ-NOUS BEACOUP DES
COUVERTURES.

AMON INITIATIVE, ON A PREPARE UNE LISTE COMPLETE DE
TOUS LES REFUGIES MARONITES HABITANT A LIMASSOL (UN
TOTAL DE 650).

DIMANCHE PROCHAIN NOUS ALLONS VISITER UNE QUIN-
ZAINE DES VILLAGES SUR LES MONTAGNES POUR ENREGISTR-
ER PRESQUE 400 REFIGIES.

JE VOUS TELEPHONERAI A 9 H. AINTENANT EST 6 H

NAPOLEON JOSEPH (LE 5/9/74)

s
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2413 MANTO

2413 MANTO LIMASSOL

A LINTENTION DE NAPOLEON JOSEPHS

TRES ANXIEUX ; QUE JOSEPS YAMAKIS FASSE UN
TELEXE URGENT AU NO. 21356 ANSWER BACK HAL SAL
BEYROUTH A I’INTENTION DE MAITRE CHAKER ABOU
SLEIMAN PRESIDENT DU CONSEIL MARONITE EXPLI-
QUANT LA SITUATION ET DEMANDANT DON’T CE
QU’IL A BESOIN CLAIREMENT ; J’AI FAIT LE NECES-
SAIRE STOP FAITE REPONSE

URGENTE SIGNEE PAR YAMAKES AU NO 21356 ANSWER
BACK HALSAL-

BON CANCE

MAITRE N. ABI NASR.... PQMR MINM +
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HALSAL 21356LE

+

HALSAL 21356LE

2413 MANTO

LIMASSOL LE 21.8.74

A D’INTENTION DE MAITRE CHAKER ABOU SLEIMAN
PRESIDENT DU CONSEIL MARONITE

CHER MAITRE,

GRACE A NOTRE AMI MAITRE N. ABI NASR, NOUS POU-
VONS VOUS CONTACTER POUR VOUS METTRE AU
COURANT DE LA GRAVE SITUATION DES MARONITES
DE CHYPRE.

DES RECHERCHES FAITES PERSONNELLEMENT, AINSI
QUE DES INFORMATIONS RECUES, IL Y A ENVIRON 1200
REFUGIES MARONITES DANS DIVERS VILLAGES
MARONITES DE AGHIA MARINA ET ASSOMATOS, AVEC
UN PETIT POURCENTAGE DE KARPASIA ET KAORMAKI-
TI. UN PETIT NOMBRE DE FAMILLES MARONITES DE
NICOSIE ONT PERDU LEURS MAISONS ET POSSESSIONS.
IL YA DES FAMILLES QUI PLEURENT DES MORTS, LA
DERNIERE VICTIME AYANT LA SECRETAIRE D’AMBAS-
SADEUR DES ETATS UNIS QUI A BIENTOT TUE AVEC

aoles 1 Jo S e cloy S G s e i o Ol il S ) S B, ()
\réjﬁ.;]d)?dﬁhufw@\@j



L’AMBASSADEUR. ELLE BIENTOT UNE MARONITE DE

30 ANS, DE KORMAKITI.

POUR VOUS DONNER UNE IDEE DU GRAND PROBLEME
DES REFUGIES, C’EST SUFFISANT DE MENTIONNER
QUE LE CROIX ROUGE INTERNATIONAL A DECLARE
QUE C’EST LE PLUS GRAVE QU’IL AVAIENT. EN CE QUI
CONCERNE LES REFUGIES MARONITES, LES BESOINS
IMMEDIATS SONT VETEMENTS A LAINE ET COUVER-
TURES, A CAUSE DE FROID A LA MONTAGNE ET L’AP-
PROCHE D’HIVER. NOURRITURE, PARTICULIEREMENT
DU LAIT CONDENSE ET EVAPORE POUR LES ENFANTS.
POUR LES MARONITES ENCIRCLES DANS LES VIL-
LAGES DE KARMAKITI, KARPASIA ET ASSOMATOS
(BIENTOT OCCUPES), LE GRAND PROBLEME EST LA
FOURNITURE DES PROVISIONS. IL EST TRES IMPOR-
TANT QUE VOUS EXERCIEZ TOUTE PRESSION POSSIBLE
POUR L’EXPEDITION EN URGENCE DE TOUTE SORTE
D’ASSISTANCOXM EST VRAIMENT DOULOUREUX DE
VOIR NOS FRERES LES MARONITES VIVRE SOUS DES
CONDITIONS TERRIBLES, SANS ASSISTANCE SPIR-
ITUEL, SANA ARGENT, SANS RIEN. LE GOUVERNEMENT
DE CHYPRE FAIT TOUTE POSSIBLE, MAIS LES REFUGIES
SONT BIENTOT 200000.NOUS APPRENONS QUE L’EM-
BASSADE DU LIBAN A CHYPRE INFORMERA LE GOU-
VERNEMENT DU LIBAN CONFORMEMENT.

NOUS VOUS PRESENTONS NOTRE GRATITUDE VERS
NOTRE PATRIE LE LIBAN, ET TOUS NOS FRERES LES
LIBANAIS.

JOSEPH YAMAKIS
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SECONDE PARAGRAPH LISEZ : IL' Y A DES FAMILLES
QUI PLEURENT DES MORTS, LA DERNIERE VICTIME....
BIEN RECU

2413 MANTO
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22/8/1974
2413 MANTO LIMASSOL
A INTENTION DE JOSEPH YAMAKIS
TELEX RECU AVEC GRAND INTERET TRANSMIS AUX
RESPONSABLES SUR INITIATIVE DU CONSEIL
MARONITE. COMITE BIENTOT FORME POUR COL-
LECTER VIVRE HABITS MEDICAMENTS.

DISTRIBUTIONS SERA FAITE BIENTOT EQUITQBLE-
MENT. CONSEIL MARONITE MULTIPLIE DEMARCHES
AVEC RESPONSABLES ET MILIEUX POPULAIRES POUR
VENIR EN AIDE D’UNE FACON URGENTE ET TROUVER
SOLUTION IMMEDIATE ET A LONG TERME POUR VOS
PROBLEMES.

DEMEUREZ EN CONTACT AVEC NOUS.
CHAKER ABOUSLEIMAN

Ologhe ol SUo o SUL Cajor VAVE/A/YY 3 Lalils ) o 253 5 (F)
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BEYROUTH 4 SEPT 1974

A IATTENTION DE NAPOLEON JOSEPHS
J’ARRIVE A LIMASSOL AVEC COMITE POSSIBLE MGR
FARAH VIENT AVEC NOUS. POURQUOI FORADARIS
INSISTE QUE MGR FARAH NE VIENT PAS+++ 777
JE CONNAIS LA REPONSE//.. ASSUREZ NOUS LOGEMENT
POUR SIX PERSONNES
NE CRAIGNEZ RIEN SITUATION ASSEZ BONNE TELEX
YAMAKIS PUBLIE DANS TOUS LES JOURNAUX TRANS-
MIS AUS RESPONSABLES ET DIFFUSE A LA RADIO
COURAGE ET BONNE CHANCE.
TELEPHONEZ DEMAIN 9 H AU 247011
REPETE 247011 ET TELEXEZ AUSSI D,URGENCE AU N°
21348 OU 20860
ANSWER BACK BYBANK..

N. ABI NASR
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BYBANK 21348LE
248 0809
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BYBANK 21348LE
2413 MANTO
LIMASSOL 5.9.74

A LATTENTION DE MAITRE NAMTALLAH ABI NASR

REF. VOTRE HIER.

POUR ASSURER LOGEMENT, JE VOUDRAIS SAVOIR

SI LE COMITE RESTERA SEULEMENT A LIMASSOL ET
POUR COMBIEN DES JOURS.

SI VOUS N’AVEZ PAS DEMANDE UNE AUTRE PERSONNE
POUR LES RESERVATIONS

SI MRG FARAH ARRIVERA DEFINITIVEMENT

SI LE BIENTOT DE CHYPRE QUI EST CHEZ MGR FARAH
RESTERA AVEC LA DELEGATION.

JE VOUDRAIS AUSSI SAVOIR:

SI VOUS AVEZ DEMANDE QUELQUE’UN POUR ORGAN-

e 05 slan U] iy i o al dems a1 ) iy Osd s al TV ave/afo 35 5 SI ()
3958 ) e By J sl B DL et LoV omgll sliam N 058 3 Lagle Lol
B G Nk By e Je



ISER LE PROGRAMME.

JE CROIS QUE FORADARIS ET AUTRES SONT BIENTOT
INFORME DE VOTRE VISITE. CONFIRMEZ.

SI VOUS ARRIVEREZ PAR AVION (VOL SPECIAL BASES
MILITAIRES) OU PAR BATEAU. NOM DU BATEAU.
QUANTITE ET DETAILLES DES MARCHANDISES, ET
NOM DU BATEAU. SIPOSSIBLE, LE BATEAU D’ETRE
CONSIGNE A MON AGENCE (MANTOVANI AND SONS)
POUR MEILLEUR CONTROL.

TRES URGENT — PRIORITE : ENVOYEZ-NOUS BEACOUP
DES COUVERTURES.

AMON INITIATIVE, ON A PREPARE UNE LISTE COM-
PLETE DE TOUS LES REFUGIES MARONITES HABITANT
A LIMASSOL (UN TOTAL DE 650).

DIMANCHE PROCHAIN NOUS ALLONS VISITER UNE
QUINZAINE DES VILLAGES SUR LES MONTAGNES POUR
ENREGISTRER PRESQUE 400 REFIGIES.

JE VOUS TELEPHONERAI A 9 H. AINTENANT EST 6 H
NAPOLEON JOSEPH (LE 5/9/74)
FF+

2413 MANTO

n

BYBANK 21348LE
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2413 MANTO

BYBANK 21348LE

BYBLOS BANK SAL TELEXING

BEIRUT SEPTEMBRE 1974

DEPART LE 9/9/74 A 18HEURES BATEAU GORGONA DE
TRIPOLI COMITE

MGR FARAH MAITRE ABI NASR BIENTOT PAUL NAH-
MAN BIENTOT OURFANOU MAITRE FOUAD AL SAAD
FRERE MAHMARI MALEK CHEHAB ET DEUX JOURNAL-
ISTES

PREPAREZ BIENTOT ET COMITE LOCALE

BONNE CHANCE

ABI NASR

+

2413 MANTO

BYBANK 21348LE
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Maronite Mission Leaves To Aid Cyprus refugees
By Myra Mirchak

The Lebanese Maronite Mission is embarking on a human mission to Cyprus
in aid of the 200 000 refugees there, regardless of race, creed or religion.
The first stage of the mission will begin Monday, September, 9 when a ship
the “Gorgina” offered free of charge by owner Tsiris will be leaving the port
of Tripoli and heading for Limassol carrying on board 25 tons of foodstuffs,
one ton of medicines, 5000 blankets and a sum of money which was not
specified.

Organizer of this human mission is lawyer Naamtallah Abi Nasr, who was
also instigator and promoter, Members of the Maronite Commission who are
seeing it through are Lawyer Ali Nasr, Father Boulos Naaman, Fouad Saad,
Malek Chehab, Father Georges Maamari of the International Vatican
Association for refugees, and Mgr. Elias Farah, president of the committee.
“The Lebanese authorities are taking care of the subject and the Minister of
foreign Affairs has made the necessary contacts with the Greek and Turkish
authorities in view of the troubled situation,” Abi Nasr explains.

The Maronite Commission will also be carrying a human message on the

subject to be delivered to both conflicting sides.

Daily star: Tuesday 10 September 1974¢*)
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Arrivée a Limassol de la délégation de la Ligue maronite
La délégation de la Ligue maronite présidée par Mgr Elia Farah est arrive

hier a Limassol a bord du « GORGONA » qui avait levé I’ancre lundi soir
a Tripoli.

La délégation comprend M. Fouad Saad membre de la Ligue, M. Naamtallah
Abi Nasr, membre du comite national d’assistance aux refugies chypriotes
ainsi que plusieurs prétres de la communauté maronite notamment la Pére
Elias Maamari, délégué de 1’organisation mondiale «Caritas ». M. Malek
Chéhab, directeur des lignes aériennes chypriotes au Liban, est du voyage.
La délégation transporte avec elle des médicaments pour un montant de
20.000 dollars ainsi que 25 tonnes de vivres et de couvertures.

A son retour de Chypre la délégation, comme 1’a annoncer, hier, M. Chaker
Abou Sleimane, président de la Ligue maronite, soumettra un rapport sur la
situation dans I’ile au comite national d’assistance aux refugies de Chypre

qui est présidé, on le sait, par le chef du gouvernement M. Takeiddine Solh.

Orient —Le jour : Mercredi 11 Septembre 1974(*)

\Y¢



@\ & Aad g

ol e 2 e 5 AL Ols L

R e P L B e JE S M NUIJA S R BN I
sl Sl B a5 W dla) ) e (80 85U e el b
IV 01y L Crazie e (J gledn B o fuaz 3 5L OF il y cOlelas
S ) oo 4 OVt Lol olahl LS S

syl (o 3 s BN b ) AU U ) anddy e S o) 40 5 45
sdinio () JpYI g LV sad e ¥ pasde AU Al sliael )
(Sl il s Bsla Vo ol gl 2l

s O by Al fos 245 5 Eol g Lam VI s D5 (6 oy
Lghos § 2l e LS

A AV E Ik VY el VIt o) 5y o (%)

VYo



(.:.)_ \o "’*“:.3:‘

!uﬁﬁz\ij\}»&éa\.\sw\ﬂm.bw

i Wlege L) 0550 B 1 - U 1) B0l JLeST il Les
8o Awlow Ayl sLid] (1) Les LeST 20l WLLs) O 66 Ldad ) gl
Eoal) o Vg0 ot sl il el 8 e e S L
ALY ) ) B et o2 i) OY oD Wyl

HOLS LT A gy e dol a0 JU L2y

ggﬁw\ﬁ@\ﬁjsijw\ MJJJ:\J)JJLLL&OCJ—‘;L; ol W ot adly
(S il sl o 3G Akl a (oAU O

e olozal ISy ol o o e S jak vaal Y pLYT 0l 5 LT
Sy (bl e sl e lelaze N1y cCaladl Llad 2l SO s Lo
o) B g Ol 1) B (5 s 56 5 (o) BT e5 515 5 o)

Pl 2 ) e ol e Jele o L1 O] daEL by
Pl ot g o o) - Mo g calall 0yl b S el Sl O shesmy
(S

I o 3 ) e b lasludl Jla | disl

pmammss O 3 O pmpne gl 058Ty Ul oy O G el o
o g Ukl Wy 2 58 3 car DU e 10 it o] J1 gV el
8 e 22 Lgd et Y g s o 5 285D o)) 2| o IS L ]
ALY

ped i 1, J g8 e hal) ol 5 e 1 31y (S O s
o )3 e V) pgid Ul ey 258 B e DU Cgnd Y ol Ll
(3 5l

AV e vy sl Vil s ()

'Y



()2 \ % Aad ol

:J’Mgsl"'éﬁg;@.)'m
pj)\u)%yugd@uyjbwa:w,wywm

& sl g B JLS el e s Oleew OV CIW ] 3,
;;agj\ji\ awyu@twouj@u)w b gn J oV sl A o
> sl (i3 ge ATy o 58 O Jall b o s Lal U LY OLS g ¢ o 5
“ S g G ST, SIS

St g 0 83y )l e 5150 B ss005 o e B sl sLal 3
Do plas 0L CLaly (e g L) OIS Laie Lases 4 lasy e aisllall
() dw e A5 leles g VAo AL 0 S5, S

LRA 3D &1 3 s (SR sl (.Sj)) 1) 82y a2l gs'@'U’U‘ L
(ol L2 e Y5 oLadS

o) Ll 12 SOOI g8 oo BV o) OF el 11,85 3L OBl
(o 2 Remy Ll y gD LI LT 45 D6

NEVR AR P P

O &) g0 olel 13) §25 ) 411 e B Lo el g 5 130y ¢ g gl Jelid
AV Sy i) i Lol Vs B0 i L8 21 o 3 0
O Lo ey 5 Uiy O Lais Gl S5 0N BYior ! 5o o 5 190 54l
R R S PRSP P

Lois 5 Cnlod] V) U 1 508" Lo 2illally wgagdl ool 351,006y 1366 b
J}@\ﬁﬁﬁﬂ\d&ﬁj\}l\sﬁﬂ}.ww%;&wwdfﬁﬁi%dfﬁ
ot > 28 L Jle )] o 130 L LSy L 55V 205
faallally

AAVE JLIVY el 1L 5y o ()

\YY



i ga Izl IO e el Bl by gl OF U5k 2
oo ¥ s AL Aol e BeSl i g =y J gl Oy o 58 01 L)
YV il i gy sl 5 e 0T O 6V Vg B JLSI Y e
O Ll clady B Youvw e A Lgnab s B Bl Solgld il
A5 dgtny gty Lk y G e Okl JSLgl ol die o s
D LoV 5 pgall 5 Cmennd) e BsLall o glazy O gabeddl LAy a3
Loy eV gl

LY aslgs oy 5 Y

3 ot 5 gl (oI i e e i) g0 O gl i 5 1316 1566 5
Vs JLeS Balgs b as ey | g 3oty L Oliad) 5 5Ly el
b Al i o oS Ol o) (ad g 130 Lana Ty ad bl by Uy 55 | Al
o easil) 2 V) g b N Ll s B i il gk aneeSTy s OB Lk
...me%&f\ifdtngg%ﬂ\

DNy STl e g s

A g o alis (o me B V0N plu SI ) s Jasi
838 e ¥ pa Jo g IS V1 e Sl g LTS 1 >V
g ks OF a1 on S 3,16V A0 AL L S0 OF o 5 Y L Bl )
o) LS plladl ol me pllad) o g 5 b 251005 Ja yN1 G2l 0L
AAT VAL s VAT T plael 3 ellsy (DM S LS T J gy Sl

oo IS Lodze V40N pla (553 2l L Lasl g Lo 2SI 655 03] 1 3L0
25 S b by O A A ) o A D s LY g lels)
sl OF &b me Slab o U3 Oge ) e OF 44 Y6 BTy V) o
ldly 1S adl amy o Sdy ) oy 5l g 0] 1Ky i ils gy 5
) gz ) 2 ) ods e 0,50 Y OF sy q0A

5 o)y oalazaV g ol ol s o g ed) g g OV I
ALzl e Bl [ e

VYA



AL 8 soal) e aomy L o)y n s B0 OIS 13) 16 oy o o255

Of 5 bl e je 5 3} a0l s 0680 OF gl cama i Bdr eyl

Bads e Sas o oo U g A Ll g e e ALl B ) s
ozl gl Je G and aiamll o )V aaby e i) 4

RIS



()2 \V Aad ol

Lo o3 5 o2 5!
ime A5\Ia) o8 15 0 5SS Y O 58 i Lodkis & ) 4l

& ol b ) ) DM JLoS aedl e 93 Olre OV SIS
B Ly o8 5l Sl 2d 6l

13 Lze  mioas OIS Sy DO JLoS el el e o)l ol
U5 o B sd) Of jglayy Tl N1 e S LSl amy 3
(& 0oeb Sy Reny Lol g5 D5 BLI Ly 65 36 o) Ly 2SI oSl

O Ol )l o Ll 15) 255111 e Do el oy 2 130y 1 sl o
P 05l U a0y Glas) nd Joall s jzmy Jgb oo 200 o 58
Bl 595 O L s s L O Leie G S0, OF ) bos ) 58
coabl] 5Ly

Mo 0 badisy b)Y Gg 151 Lo 285Ul pgagd) o) 51,16
AN 5 ggall o gl O a1 M5B 8 g Lims ALl g dms Bnid- O 98 5
i > 28 i Jle gl o s 15l (OlnS L g Lo 5N
(Sl

ave/a/yvy G s (%)



()2 \ A Add ol

s ) 0 5 o 18 L) Bl e

ol gaid 258 U cgr 5 ) Ll )l e Sl JLasl
5858 AU e e s0E p g J gl B e ) el g a2t OF (o S
Ao sl O 5 855 53 )W AU el - sue WLzl b OIS

Aaglie

Sl Ok 3 0stem Gaole oY Gl e ST OT e sliae Y (s
Nipn iy U1 o 15 3 ol ol )y Bind) ooy 3 o) OV 15 5y L sl
sV i o alll dens Aol g dacdh sl L2155 W ala) I g adil
RTINS PR IR PULFIE PRI NS

o sSONE e JU g Lezn V1 el e L i J) sl ) i e o
Bus Qs Gl Vo o s b (e B a5y sl
bl 1) e gz B2 OB 48 7 labdl oo 135 olaelll oo g 550
g e o By o a8 VA U A8 L as )

AAVE DTV Y el il 30y o ()



(). \ q Aad ol

S NPT S O YIRSV RPI (- RN

Qs,,\;\w(Wi@uf\i&owﬁi;u@\;‘@j)u\ﬁ@u\w;)&l;
5 lind) e O gy ¢ 5 05 A J) oy O Lgd 4k o8 e 2 o all) e
e b e W SN b s 5 OIS A SN o 58 b ALl
o eded) ol iU sl oF 1SV e 1S sl s £ D938 A sl e e L
RPPNIPUE Y

OIS odn 25 g, eyl 318 5k OF Olacks gl alondd i o) a2 sl
DU Gl (s ponl) i)y ) 15501 L

il LoST (ol g oy alal I by sy OIS oo ) o M1 o) 3
o g Bl 5 2SS 25T ) Al e 5 U3 g

san e sy O ga s b gl cliael O alay) ) 3 3 2 T o2 ],
2O ST a1 8 050 g0 15 b Loy e S5 b s
g N

Yo oa kil b e g 15 05 01 OIS ) sl OF cad) 5 5La) jud e
9oVl g 3l 52l g A1) o) gl g Al Y e Ul

%93V pa Lo e d T 8 ) 85 e i) 258 0L pde OIS
ol ) b e akld) (s, dedane Ll 38 (L5 a1 e Lgadana
S P N PR PR LS PR T R NP W IV SAPE NP
Ao Ll by b SN STL 0T 5 53

Aave Jebiy e el Qs s~ ()



() _* . "’*“:.3:‘

lg\-vq\SfJWJJ%A)wQMW\JﬁBél@L&U\M\
Ly i L3N

Bl Gl gz dadl 3158 2L el Ol 6 1 Sl JLa) b
i 1 2l Of el JB o SN ) sl euid o8 ) cgmr g7 )
alasl N pa i ol Al ems ol 8y 2 g ) o 3 205 T oy = 3 e O LBl
o SONE ) o ) S ) el gl i 2B Olen e OV g U
Aebs e SO Oy, Sl STl W aelldl ¢ L 86 B ey 1S
RU:C I\ PINPEER U JERA - DI g B S ENVFF IR ON B JRI g
05U ok ) S Ols 1) OV g5d) 55 L G Jool o o L
b ¥ A sl e Y1 Chaal ol a2 d) Sy ) e 0 sSL) J) Lgrlam
(S A NI

it AL Gl ol e e sl ale] e 43Uy o pd)l e D) 314
Ao )Ll 83 5o e a1 1) e U S 0 ol i) e e 4] eSS U
10 A IV IS sV oy Oy (S 700 g a3 andl 1 o) 3 1)) 5L
.wsjygr@wi

o s 3 o G ol e o L A N1AE g 0 e sliasl g 5
sl 2SN Sl g e Lty S g el 35, ) (6 A 1) 0 e 2

Ok o1 Sta ol g g U 8l ) ooy Lo g o B2nl sliael Lol
Mébé&oﬂh\)

Aave skl ) g el Ol s ()




(+) . ¥\ Al g

ol e ste o8 ) g0 8 1

L S ) aasled) easd JT VY (3 o 0 ) 5 sl (g U1 6,40
el 5 AL e el Flo sle LoV Sl W0 aslal sl LY
.C)Jﬁ.{t’f&‘\-{k}mﬂ)

Sl a2 a0k Iy 2ol ) ol s 5 o a5 0 sliael izl
Vo 5y poad 45 1) egmlao) (0 B Y a1 o 5all 5 Oloksr
o Rl (# b iy 2 b AU 01l LS by e Lz
u‘ﬁl‘@fa‘m

o5 oy 3 g VAl ) e By Bms B 0 88 s B Line ) UARS AR
A b aell e ey 5y 00 B Bl s Ol — ols S Ay

Yoo oo ST Sla OF Ly S Gleal oend AU OF Lt 5 4

QW ol o pases (e ST g sty (Y
Ll 230 1 Biladll a3 e od 1ne 5 o 5 fo ) Sl ao g L
o) OF Lo oo 0 5all 1) e Bl 3 a5 ol o)l B Ll g Aol o jlte b
ol pag W5y S pd Ll l s @ B asme AN ey Lo B
AL 0y iy Lall eV L alst) ol LehalS bl Ll 3 3 a1 3y L
il g eo bl 5 forl) 51 gexll O) i) cglde pday 5 <15 LLSJ)
dedl QB ol o ) o8 B QLM pddl s, 5 )5
r2 s g I 7 2 (SO adl o ) (S e ) 15 LaS i S

Aave JT vy el Gy s (%)



Ny aelll Sl agd ol (6 ) agd 0 Il Jam 5,05 o) L
Al 2o S g 2 pged oty W 1 e D it oLl O 26401 Lo
el B ) uge 8 LSS

b 1 m 5 o G ool o 05 pomie L oy 1 (6018 50 5l 06 o5
oy guiam by aalarll (Sl a0 55 LU e

555 el gl e 1salbls 55 el S 5 Vlen] DUl 1 a5 5
A S ) o e i i)l g5 e Sl i il e

e 093 r O S e Q)60 Lo 1 BN 555 (5 o 3

Jal sa o GLNI alens QLI 015 5 3 0 Ja5ed) - o Bl 0
NN IPRUNI PSR PN EN R E K PSRN PR O LTSN 21 PR
(ALY adla ) 5 OLS 5 U e Ll ¢ BT s ity ) 5 L)



(+) LYY Azl g

200,000 Cypriot Refugee Found in Desperate Plight
By Myra Mirshak

Members of the Maronite delegation that headed to Cyprus with food, blan-
kets, medicines, were moved to tears by the sight that greeted them.

Two hundred thousand refugees, both Turkish and Greek Cypriots, were
found in desperate condition, in need of ‘everything’, as Naamtallah Abi
Nasr put it. “What we saw was far beyond belief — they need blankets des-
perately, and tents. Without immediate help they’ll never make it through the
cold winter season,” he said.

Naamtallah Abi Nasr, a member of the Maronite League in Lebanon, insti-
gated the movement to help Cypriot refugee regardless of race, creed or
nationality. “But what we did so far can just be considered symbolic... these
people need help beyond belief, and they’re not receiving that help,” Nasr
said.

All the refugee camps were visited by the delegation that received a heartly
welcome from both Acting President Glafkos Clerides and Vice President
Raouf Denktash. A few refugees gathered round the boat presented the dele-
gation with a big bouquet of flowers as a token of their appreciation.

“I’d say there are around 170.000 Greek Cypriot refugees, mainly women
and children, and about 20.000 Turkish refugees. In this camp we found
more soldiers than people. They live mainly in tents. Most don’t have
enough blankets or clothes. Many don’t even have tents,” Nasr said.

The refugees of Lebanese origin number 2000. “Most have taken to the
mountains. They, too, need blankets and tents badly to carry them through
the winter season. Three of their villages have been totally evacuated, one
was totally destroyed — nothing left there because this village was situated
right on the Green Line,” Nasr said.

.24 §l¢ 525 The Daily Star: Friday, September 27, 1974 (*)



At a meeting with Clerides, the acting president told the delegation that the
Cypriot refugees of Lebanese origin had suffered a great deal throughout the
history of Cyprus. “Because of our conflict with the Turks.”

Denktash, on the other hand, has agreed to release 16 Maronites of Lebanese
origin who were imprisoned. “He also accepted that this community return
to their houses — which not yet the case with the Greek Cypriot refugees,”
Nasr said.

The delegation received a warm welcome from both conflicting sides. “What
we distributed was for all,” Nasr said. “True charity is not limited.”

He added that the refugees still need a great deal. “The International red
Cross Society is in need of $22 million to help the refugees go through the
winter season. What we have given so far is symbolic. We are preparing for
a second visit, but are hardly in need of contributions from the people of
Lebanon. These should take the form of blankets, tents, money to purchase
medicines,” Nasr said.

He explained that three committees in Lebanon are directing relief efforts.
One is a government committee headed by former Lebanese Prime Minister
Takieddine Solh. The Lebanese government has collected 500.000LL which
has not yet been distributed.

Second is the Maronite League which has already made one visit and is
preparing for a second.

Quite recently the National Union of Cypriot student in Lebanon, based at
the American University of Beirut, has announced its decision to help and is
making an appeal to the people of Lebanon for help-not monetary, but dona-
tions “of all sorts.” President of this committee is Mikis Ioannou, who can
be contacted at AUB ext. 2448 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For contribution to the Maronite League — and a very strong appeal is being
made before winter begins — donors can contact either the National
Committee headed by Takieddine Solh; the Maronite League, or the
Lebanese Caritas (Brother Maamari, tel. 296566).

Maronite Church of Cyprus
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8, Faviero Street

Nicosia — Cyprus

NICOSIA 28 SEPTEMBRE 1974
P.0.BOX 1530

Maitre Namtallah Abi Nasr
Immeuble Beydoun 6eme ctage
Rue El-Arz

Beyrouth-Liban

Mon bien cher Maitre et ami,

Je viens par la présente en mon nom personnel, celui de tous les Membres du
Comité des Sinistrés d’Origine Libanaise de Chypre comme aussi de toute
notre souffrante Communauté Maronite de 1’Ile, vous exprimer notre gran-
dissime gratitude et éternelle reconnaissance de tous les efforts, aides et
intérét que vous avez montrés et déployés pour nous.

Je remercie le Bon Dieu de votre agréable et personnelle connaissance, dont
je me fait grand honneur, et ou j’ai admire le rare dynamisme et les qualités
humanitaires les plus nobles dont votre personne est ornée. Je félicite la
Ligue Maronite d’avoir dans son sein de tells infatigables collaborateurs
comme je souhaite au Bon Dieu de les rendre toujours plus nombreux pour
le Bonheur et la conservation de notre Communauté Maronite particulier et
du peuple libanais en général.

Votre courte visite-éclair a Chypre, vous donna 1’occasion de toucher de tout
prés les grandes plaies dont souffre notre communauté a Chypre comme
aussi de connaitre ses problémes déchirants actuels... 1a ou fleurissait la vie
maronite dans I’Ile et tous les efforts se faisaient pour un meilleur avenir de
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nos futures générations ... viola que tout d’un coup, cette Communauté se
trouve a plat et divisée-séparée en deux parties : L'une enfermée et totale-
ment coupée sous control turc sans ressources suffisantes de se maintenir en
vie et ’autre partie disperse dans les montagnes et les villes, sans abri suff-
isant, sans foyer ni fortune, sans méme ses vétements personnels... et
exposée a la merci de la bienfaisance de la Croix Rouge et de la miséricorde
des homes, non de sa religion.

Le Malheur de notre Communauté de Chypre est bien grand et la désespéra-
tions des ames monte peu a peu a son comble. Plus les jours passent, plus on
se sent désolé et les malheurs insurmontables. ..

C’est dans cette situation tragique que soit votre présence, mon cher Maitre
et Ami, aprés un voyage bien pénible... en compagnie de son Excellence
notre bien Aimé Archevéque Mgr. Elias Farah et de votre digne compagnon,
Maitre Fouad El Saad, soit I’aide économique et financiére portée avec vous,
consola ses pauvres ames, ¢leva leur moral et les fit sentir tous, qu’ils ne sont
pas isolées dans leur Malheur et leurs souffrances... Mais que soit notre
Mere église Maronite soit Notre Centre Maronite du Liban avec sa
générosité dynamique, les protégeront plus ce qu’on peut...

Voila donc ou s’adressent nos mille et mille remerciements du fond de notre
Cceur et nos pricres s’élevent toujours plus ferventes au Trés haut, source de
tout Bonheur, de vous combler tous, mon cher Maitre et Ami, Président et
Membres de la noble ligue Maronite, de ses bienfaits les plus larges pour
continuer a faire du bien sur la terre.

Apres votre départ, nous avons taché ensemble avec tous les membres du
comité des sinistrés, de donner suite a vos instructions qui consternaient le
bit méme en faisant revenir Mr Mavrides non seulement dans son sein, mais
étre un membre les plus actif du Comité. On le nomma Vice-Président du
Comité avec la présupposition que si le Comité Central sera réorganisé, il
aura le droit de la signature... Ainsi donc continua la distribution de Vos
biens-provisions et aide financiére, a tous les membres de la communauté
Maronite avec des sommes plus ou bien inégales mais contentant tout le
monde.

La balance des comptes qui vous sera envoyée incessamment avec listes



détaillées, vous feront connaitre 1’énorme travail accompli et ce qui reste
encore a faire.

J’ai déja écrit une bonne lettre de remerciements et de souhaits a L’Illustre
Président de la ligue Maronite, Mr Chaker Abou Sleiman, mais avec les
anomalies de la poste actuellement, je ne sais si elle arrivera a temps. Je vous
envoie ci-incluse copie de cette lettre que Vous mettrez a ca disposition. Vous
ferez notre meilleur interprete soit auprés du Président soit aupres de tous les
dignes membres de la noble Ligue Maronite pour exprimer nos profonds et
reconnaissants remerciements, de leur précieuse et inestimable aide finan-
ciere.

En terminant veuillez, bien cher Maitre et Ami, agréer nos plus vives et plus
sensible remerciements avec 1’assurance de nos continuelles prier pour votre
bonheur et votre prospérité.

Votre tout devoué
en N.S.
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