Statement: Supporting the Christian meeting under the auspices of the Patriarch al-
Rahi

The following statement is issued by the "Maronite League™:

The "Maronite League" supports the Patriarch Beshara Boutros al-Rahi in his attitudes
and efforts that aim at achieving the unity of the Lebanese people, beginning from his
commitment to gather Christian leaders around the system of national fundamentals
which are essential to break the case of the vertical split threatening Lebanon at its core.
The "Maronite League” considers with satisfaction the Christian meeting whose
achieving was sought for long time, and which Bkerké succeeded today to hold under the
auspices of the Patriarch who took upon himself to apply the approach of reconciliation
and openness, considering that the Christian reconciliation is the lever of the national
comprehensive reconciliation- knowing that this reconciliation does not mean the melting
of a class in the other, nor a concession of a party for the benefit of another, but it is
something melted in the love for Lebanon and the concession of his right to life and
stability, as well as to work on accessing the future with confident and promising steps.

The initiative of the Patriarch al-Rahi offered new hope and what is required from the
leaders meeting in the See of the Maronite Patriarchate is to respond to this initiative
objectives, to agree on the files in question, and take advantage of the opportunity which
will provide this meeting, especially that the current conditions could help if intentions
were sincere, and wills were united after the speech that we heard from these leaders
concerning their gathering around the Bkerkeé reference and their positive willingness to
deal with it. The understanding and gathering of Christian leaders are both the passage
into the national comprehensive understanding, so that these leaderships won't be on the
front line of contact in Lebanon, but rather a player in building the bridge of
communication in the process of reunion.

The responsibility of leaders who will meet tomorrow in the See of the Patriarchate at
Bkerke is big; and their response to ideas that will be raised as well as their agreement on
a set of priorities and primarily conventional-relevant dimension issues and those related
to the situation of Christians in Lebanon will put the corner stone in the main course of
the comprehensive reconciliation we ought to.

The initiative of the Patriarch and his attitudes come from his deep sense of a required
serious and substantial work in order to elevate the country from the downfalls; and it is
necessary to keep up with due and received support from all Lebanese.



